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‘ - We started looking o college guides and rankings and found ourselves asking,
- . Why isn't there something out there that's just for girls? So we dec ided to create
vanford Universit ’ ¢
Stanford University our own list—one that doesn't leave out the frat parties but also includes important
stuff like how much you'll get called on in ¢ lass, We want you to have the knowl
edge and insight to help make a choice that you can live with for four years—and
that unlocks the power an education in the right environment can inspire. Here they
are: The 50 schools where girls can get the best college experience. We tell you
about stuff like the level of professors’ involvement in undergrads’ work, campus
safety and easy access to great shopping. Oh, and easy access to greal boys, of
course. Did we almost forget to say that2 (Want fo know more¢ Go fo seventeen.com
fo get more stats and to find out which schools ranked 51-1001)
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D VALE UNIVERSITY New Haven, €T

@ UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA Philadeiphia, PA
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arvard (for the day); llinois dominates on and off the cour

]1 DIKEURNESIE Duhom, NC

You have a head for political science, economics, history

or engineering, but you long for a Greek life set amid Gothic
architecture and wooded meadows where more knights

&3 UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA Chopel Hil, NC S S ey v )T S giory

12 ol HORRSURNERSEY 5olimore, MD

Definitely pre-Wall Street, pre-UN or premed—not pre-
marriage. Boys outnumber girls, so on any given night you f
can sidle up to one of these brains cloning something at '
one of the top-rated research labs. Which doesn’t mean you
can’t walk or shuttle from campus (in tranquil Homewood)
to the city’s cool nightlife. Boy-girl ratio: 58:42. Jhu.edu

13 — New York, NY

Hello, you're in New York City. You don’t need a car, a

sorority, even a boy. But you do need a brain to conquer
the school and the city that never sleeps. It’s a work-hard,

9 REED COLLEGE Poriland, OR play-hard, liberal-arts place where only the self-motivated,

street-savvy survive. Boy-girl ratio: 50:50. Columbia.edu

14 University of California, Berkeley

Anything goes. Conservatism is mildly tolerated and ac-
tivism and feminism are touted—even frat boys think twice
before holding the door for you. “Big” is the operative word,
with more than 23,000 undergrads and stiff competition.
Action is right in the hood,&pecnallyonweelmlgmsatbars

ptepareyeforclgmhoursof
Youcanhnthebookswmhy_
cause Caltech will let him be yot

1O UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Ano Arbor, M

"s 'tme,
and party time, culminating mArmadlllo. Day, when?ou
dance till dawn. Boy-girl ratio: 48:52. :

E"&M) Cloremlzgucw

Go to one, you get them all. The consortium isn’t techni-
cally one college; still, you’ll take classes, party and study
with kids from all five. The price: hard work. Majors range
from arts management at Scripps (all girls) to engineering
at Harvey Mudd. Boy-girl ratio: 29:71. Claremont.edu

18 MonREHOIyOKEBENEEE South Hodley, MA
Don’t dis that single-sex environment! MHC is known for
e (raining leaders, not club kids—just as well, (continued)
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From left: Only on the football field does testosterone reign at Michigan;
5’ £

since the town’s a dud socially. For bars and restaurants (and,
yeah, boys), bus to Amherst or hang with the hopping lesbian
community (membership not required). Mtholyoke.edu

19 NN Cobridge, MA

The hardest part is getting in. The girl next to
may be an Intel finalist or the first black chess
but you won’t know it because she’s too polite
dent) to brag. Boy-gir] ratio: 54:46. Harvard.

20 SOIEIBONEEE Colorado Spri
Wanna work hard and play harder withig
as backdrop? This small liberal arts colle
its Block Plan, you study like crazy for

You gotta love no grades ani
Sarah Lawrence is no free ride. It’s all about indie research,
where profs treat students like peers. Girls make up 75 per-
cent of the 1,150 students; being gay is no big deal. Slc.edu

22 _ Princeton, NJ

These days, women rule at Princeton—literally. The president
is a woman and females head more than half the departments,
including engineering and applied science. But along with the
work there’s lots of play. Boy-girl ratio: 53:47. i

23 MRS 1 oshville, TN

It's no crime to look good in class. Skirts are encouraged here.
But cute sweaters won’t help you study—71 percent of the
kids graduated top of their class. (And 50 percent of girls are
in sororities.) You can escape, though—you're in Nashville,
country music’s mecca. Boy-girl ratio: 47:53. Vanderbilt.edu

24 NERNOHOMRNESIEY rev York, NY

While revered for its Tisch School of the Arts and Stern School
of Business, NYU may not rank academically with Columbia,
but it gets the last laugh: It's located downtown among all the
artists, filmmakers and fabulous freaks who make New York
such a hard place to leave. Boy-girl ratio: 40:60. Nyu.edu

25 — Gambier, OH

English is Kenyon's calling card, and professors know your
name, too. The slow pace in this secluded school is what people
Jove. The attitude: We’ll worry about terrorism and Wall Street

scandals affer we graduate. Boy-girl ratio: 45:55. Kenyon.edu

26 _ Charlottesville, VA
Proud child of Thomas Jefferson, UVA has a campus steeped
in colonial atmosphere. Shy types go for the Residence Life

taking a stand at Berkeley; Austin's famous music scene; girl time at Smith;

Program, which mixes students in ice breakers and leaves

them stirred, not shaken. Boy-girl ratio: 46:54. Virginia.edu
27— Northampton, MA

At Smith, a women’s liberal-arts school that guarantees each
studen_%agwst one paid internship (preferably in traditionally
malefdominated fields), the Quad houses—Ilovely, homey
re perfect for long, heated discussions. Smi

B Cambridge, MA
proudly pale mouse-jockey type, MIT is for
alert: These boys (59 percent) love women
it. You'll work, for sure—but you’re between
and “Greeks throw most parties.” Mit.edu

_ P@ Swarthmore, PA
nore—so focused on studies, it killed its own football
] 2ast year. The town is small, dry and, luckily, only 10
s outside Philly. Boy-girl ratio: 47:53.

30 _ Washington, DC

“You need to be on point here,” says our spy at Howard, the
country’s most prestigious majority-African-American school.
She means fashion-wise, but it’s true for everything—Howard
expects the best. Boy-girl ratio: 37:63. Howard.edu

31 — Washington, DC

If you're after the job of first woman president, Georgetown
is the place to start. Politics is it at this great Catholic college.
What puts GU up there is access to teachers and encourage-
ment of discussion. Boy-girl ratio: 46:54.

32 _ Bryn Mawr, PA

“I¢'s not exactly a fashion capital.” says our source at this small
women’s liberal-arts school. But it offers a lot of cool things:
a relaxed attitude, a female environment without total guy-
deprivation and a ton of campus traditions. Brynmawr.edu

33 _ Notre Dame, IN

Notre Dame is a cool school—if you're an old-fashioned girl
who loves sports, favors guys in leadership roles and has an
Animal House funny bone. You must tour before applying:
You'll either love it or hate it. It's for you if you want a coed
campus but no guys in your dorm—Notre Dame (that Ca.iholic
thing!) actually enforces its curfews. Boy-girl ratio: 54:46. Neledu

A universitahisEonSIE=MASon Modison, Wi

Another elite state school, the U of Wisconsin—Madison is a
little whiter, a lot colder, and a bit less intense than Austin and
Berkeley. So if you're fascinated yet intimidated by megaschools,
Madison may be for you. Boy-girl ratio: 47:53. Wisc.edu

“We develop our own interests instead of
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PHOTOS, FROM LEFT: COURTESY OF BRYN MAWR COLLEGE, KOBAL COLLECTION, COURTESY OF JENNY LEE

35 COgEEURNEISY Horilon, NY

Everyone's involved at Colgate, which is almost as big as its
population-3,000 hometown. This J. Crew school is perfect for
girls who want a campus life with live music almost every night,
a full-service student union and Division I teams that actually

compete with the big guys! Boy-girl ratio: 49:51. Colgate.edu

36 WIRESIBONEEE \illiamstown, MA

Williams is a lot like Colgate—students study hard, play hard
and live in a “campus bubble.” The differences matter, how-
ever: more intimate (only 2,000 students), more ethnic diver-
sity and no Greek scene. Boy-girl ratio: 52:48. Williams.edu

37 RN Ao, GA

Emory’s status is changing from regional powerhouse to na-
tional crowd puller; its professional programs are especially
strong. But with traditions like Dooley Week, when the school’s
skeleton mascot roams around creating havoc, this is a tight
community with spirit. Boy-girl ratio: 46:54. Emory.edu

38 UNVERSHyRINESONE 5 anee, ™

The experience at Sewanee (as students call it) is pretty much
unique. Students come here for an old-fashioned academic
trip—the honor code is serious, “class dress” (yup, skirts and
ties to class) is something you like, and sports and academics
are put on a pedestal. Boy-girl ratio: 47:53. Sewanee.edu

39 _ Annandale-onHudson, NY

At the opposite end of the spectrum is Bard; there are no
single-sex dorms (the bathrooms are coed!), but there is a
dorm just for “crazy vegans,” as our source put it. This is
a hipster school where studio arts, literature and film are pop-
ular majors. Peace. Boy-girl ratio: 46:54. Bard.edu

40

Once a major party school, Boulder is refocusing on aca-
demics. But let’s face it, the place is a ski village. Style ranges
from Abercrombie to vintage baby tees, but who'd know under
those North Face jackets? Boy-girl ratio: 52:48. Colorado.edu

A1 UnVERSHIBROHIEAZH Chicogo, |

Bard has its aggressive hipsters; U of C has its proud-to-be-
geeks who create their own cool—and Chicago has one of
the best boy-girl ratios of the hard-science schools, though
here they lean more toward economics and biology than com-
puter labs. Boy-girl ratio: 51:49. Uchicago.edu

42 — Hanover, NH

Don't fall for the New England lockjaw image: Dartmouth may
be the conservative Ivy, but no one wears pink.and green or
talks about Grandpa’s bank. “T can roll out of bed, throw on

the first thing I see and be completely average,” says our spy.
Boy-girl ratio: 52:48. Darfmouth.edu

43 VASSERBONEEE roughkeepsie, NY

Wanna major in sociology? Vassar qualifies as a thesis proj-
ect itself: A former women'’s school that attracts 39 percent
boys, its old-line liberal “wear nothing but black™ culture is
also in transition, with khakis and baseball caps everywhere.
It’ a tug-of-war—sorta like the *60s all over again! Vassar.edu

|/} Pennsylvania State University—University Park

Unlike most public schools, Penn State keeps its eye on you:
Guys in girls’ dorms must have escorts; don’t even try get-
ting into a bar if you're under 21. The focus here is on profes-
sional education over liberal arts. Conflict of interest: Our teen
columnist Torie just started here! Boy-girl ratio: 53:47. Psu.edu

45 _ Lewiston, ME

Bates, in pretty, suburban Maine, is best known for its “4-4-1"
calendar: Two normal semesters and a “short term” in May
for wild classes that send you to study politics in Mexico City
or moviemaking in Croatia. Boy-girl ratio: 48:52. Bates.edu

46 WENESIBHICONEEE \\ollesley, MA

All-women Wellesley trains powerhouses: Hillary Clinton,
Madeleine Albright and Diane Sawyer graduated from here.
Too bad the town is costly and “pretentious.” Wellesley.edu

A7 WeSleyamURNBISIE \\iddlctown, CT

“You can’t find trendy clothes in Middletown,” moans one
student, but who needs to? The style is earthy and makeup-
free, with politics a much more important part of the Wesleyan
experience. Boy-girl ratio: 48:52. Wesleyan.edu

A8 BENSOMBONEEE Bobson Pork, MA

Babson, with arguably the best undergrad business school in
the country, is a highly focused campus (almost 2,000 future
CEOs), 40 percent female. Bring business cards! Babson.edu

49

Something way cool about this school: Graphical Web browsers
were invented here. It’s a big research institution, especially
for engineering and biology, but students get down, too—you’ll
have plenty to do out of the lab. Boy-girl ratio: 51:49. Uiuc.edu

50 CoRBMURNERH oco, NY

Maybe the least liberal-arts-oriented Ivy, Cornell offers a grab-
bag of opportunity, from biology to computer science to the
English program that produced Toni Morrison to the world-
famous school of hotel administration. “There’s no attitude
here,” our source says. Boy-girl ratio: 52:48. Cornell.edu

accepting a force-fed image.” —Reed College
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